Nearly half of those seen (34% in spring, 53% in fall) circled upwards and passed extremely high over the bridge without landing. Others landed on the water, and remained there, often for hours. Still others followed the bridge towards the opposite shore, and sometimes were lost to sight while still flying. As my observations do not suggest that birds in the two latter categories stay near the bridge indefinitely, presumably they continue their migrations later, but timing of their departures and the routes followed remain unknown.
Given the small fraction of regional scoter populations that approach it, this bridge cannot be considered a major obstacle to their migrations, at a flyway level. Nevertheless, the continuing problem posed to the birds that encounter this bridge needs to be borne in mind whenever and wherever bridges are proposed in locations traversed by major portions of migratory species populations.
